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What a Term! 
Although things are very different in school at the 
moment, we have had a wonderful term and so many 
experiences that we are very proud of. 
As always, our pupils have demonstrated great 
kindness and support for one another and they have 
worked very hard. They have readily adjusted to the 
hand washing and social distancing routines so they are 
now second nature. Well done everyone! 
Our staff have continued to show incredible dedication 
and as well as continuing to plan fun and engaging 
lessons, they are supervising their pupils every 
playtime and lunchtime, they are cleaning and 
disinfecting classrooms and are willingly giving up their 
own time to ensure they protect the children as much 
as possible. They are all superheroes and most 
definitely on Santa’s good list.  
 

Carols Around the Crib  
During the last week of term, our children across the federation will be singing Carols and sharing Christmas 
readings. Details of how you can join in the celebrations will be sent out nearer the time. 

 

Advent preparations are very different this year 

and we are sadly missing the opportunity to invite 

all our families into school at this special time. 

Nevertheless, there are wonderful opportunities 

happening in both our schools. 

Our federation collective worship continues to be 
celebrated via Teams and our children have 
planned some beautiful liturgies, despite the 
challenges of sharing online. We will be following 
the advent themes of hope, love, joy and peace in 
the coming weeks and as we are unable to send 
home our travelling cribs, you may like to share the 
nativity story with your children here.  
Our younger pupils have been eagerly practising for 
their Christmas plays and these will be available to 
view online. We will send a link soon, but In order 
to protect all of our children please do not share the 
link to the performances with anyone outside of 
your family. Thank you.  

 

First Holy Communion 
Sadly, once again our First Holy Communion 
celebrations were postponed due to national 
restrictions. We very much hope that our Year 5 
children will be able to receive the sacraments of 
reconciliation and Eucharist in the new year. Please 
continue to keep the children and their families in 
your prayers. 

Durham Foodbank is our chosen charity for 

Advent this year. Every class has a “reverse” 

Advent calendar and each child is invited to 

donate an item to the foodbank instead of 

receiving a treat themselves. Thank you so 

much for your wonderful generosity. 

                                               

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas/


 

 

We are delighted to say that £330 was donated to Children 

In Need this year. Thank you to everyone who contributed. 

  

 

Support for Families 
During this challenging times many 

families may be experiencing 

hardship. The Parish of the Durham 

Martyrs has established a 

“Hardship Fund” and anyone in 

need of financial support is able to 

apply for amounts up to £300. A 

simple application form is all that is 

required and the payments do not 

need to be paid back. Please 

contact school if you would like 

further information or help with an 

application. All requests are dealt 

with confidentially. 

Collecting Children From School 

We have had further concerns raised by residents surrounding both schools about parking. Please be mindful 
of our neighbours when dropping off and picking up your children. A number of complaints have been received 
about engines running and loud radios being heard by residents. Thank you for being considerate to our 
neighbours whenever possible. 

 
Thank you for wearing a face mask on school premises. Please also ensure that you follow our ONE WAY 
SYSTEM and leave school premises as quickly as possible. May we politely remind you that children should 
remain close to you when you are on site and should not be permitted to run around the field and play areas? 
Thank you for your assistance in making our schools Covid-safe.  

 

The builder's are making good progress with the Early Years outside area at St Joseph’s School. Essential work was 

necessary to make it safe and all work should be completed by Christmas. The old floor surface has been removed and 

has been landscaped ready for new grass and new fencing is going up. In class, the children are enjoying watching the 

changes and talking about the machinery being used.  

 

 

Festive Fun Run 
During Advent the children in both our schools 

will take part in a Festive Fun Run, organised by 

the Durham School Sport Partnership. Jumping 

through hoops like Santa jumping down the 

chimney, dodging the cheeky elves and trying to 

hit a present with our throwing skills are the 

order of the day! The culmination of the run is a 

race to the finish line through snow, so festive 

fun is sure to be had by all.  
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Over the last few weeks, staff and children have been extremely busy creating their Christmas 

window displays ready for our ‘Big Switch On’ which was held on Monday 30th November. Each 

class focused on a popular book or story related to Christmas. The windows are amazing and have 

brought a wealth of festive cheer to rival Fenwick’s! 

Covid Winter Grant Scheme 

The government has made funds available through its 
Covid Winter Grant Scheme to support families this winter, 
by offering additional help towards household costs in the 
run up to Christmas. 
 In County Durham this is support available as vouchers 
which you can choose to spend at ASDA, Morrison’s, 
Sainsbury’s and Tesco. Eligible families will receive £20 per 
child per week to help keep their children fed and warm 
over the coming weeks. 
Vouchers will be emailed to you before the end of term so 
please ensure that school has your current email address. 
If you have any children aged under 2 in your household 
you may be eligible for further support.  You can check this 
by contacting the NHS 
at HDFT.winterfoodvoucher@nhs.net. 

Online Learning 

If your child is required to self-isolate 

due to Covid restrictions, online 

work will be provided via Class Dojo. 

We have a small number of SIM 

cards which will give unlimited 

internet access for three months to 

support with this. Please telephone 

school if a SIM card would be of 

benefit to you. 

   

mailto:HDFT.winterfoodvoucher@nhs.net


 

Weekend Mass Times 
St Joseph’s Church: Saturday: 5pm      
                                    Sunday: 11am  
St Godric’s Church: Sunday: 9am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note: Due to Coronavirus restrictions, the parish secretary must be informed if you intend to attend Mass. 
She can be contacted at secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  

 
 

Dates for Your Diary: 
Monday 4 January:  
School reopens for the spring term 

Recommended Reading 
 
EYFS: The Nativity               Fiona Watt, Rachel Wells 
KS1: A Christmas Story                     Brian Wildsmith 
KS2: Refuge                          Anne Booth, Sam Usher 
Adults: A Christmas Carol                 Charles Dickens 

 

Alumni News! 

Congratulations to Sam Heyton-Fleming and 

Hannah Wilson, two of our past pupils, who 

have been elected as Head Boy and Deputy 

Head Girl of St Leonard’s School. Well done 

and good luck in your new roles Sam and 

Hannah! 

Thank you 
The staff in both our schools would like to express 
their thanks for your support throughout this 
term. We are all very grateful for your 
encouragement and know how much your 
children benefit from all the help you give them at 
home. 
We wish you all a happy, holy and peaceful 
Christmas and a new year filled with joy. 

Prayer for Christmas 

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 

shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good 

desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 

clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 

grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

-- Robert Louis Stevenson 

mailto:secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com

