
The Federation of St Joseph’s, Gilesgate and St Thomas More Primary Schools 

Newsletter 

 

  

Thank You! 

Thank you so much for the incredible support you have 
shown our staff during this very demanding term, it is much 
appreciated. Thank you also for the help you have given the 
children during lockdown. We recognise how demanding 
the pressures of remote learning were on families but we 
also know that the support they were given has made a 
huge difference to their progress. Well done to everyone! 
Since we have all returned to school our pupils have 
continued to demonstrate great kindness and support for 
one another and they have worked very hard. They have 
readily adjusted back to the hand washing and social 
distancing routines so they are now second nature. 
Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can lift most of 
the restrictions and start “mixing bubbles” once again. It 
will be especially lovely to welcome families and visitors 
back soon too. 

The end of term brings with it some sadness 
as Miss Wilson will be leaving to take up a new post. Miss 
Wilson has taught in both our schools and is a very valued 
member of staff. She will be greatly missed by us all but we 
wish her the best of luck. After Easter Class 3 will be taught 
by Ms Daley as we welcome her back from maternity leave. 
We will also sadly be saying goodbye to Mr Trueman who 
has taught Class 3 in St Thomas More School this year. We 
would like to thank Mr Trueman for his great support and 
we hope he will be back with us soon. 
 

 

Lent was very different this year and we are sadly 

missing the opportunity to invite all our families 

into school at this special time. Nevertheless, 

there have been wonderful celebrations in both 

our schools. 

Our federation collective worship continues to be 
celebrated via Teams and our children have taken 
part in some beautiful liturgies both at home and 

since returning to school. 
 

During Holy Week our liturgies have been centred 
on the themes of Palm Sunday, Passover, Washing 

of Feet and the Stations of the Cross. This final 
liturgy, which considered the last hours of Jesus’ 

life on earth and how this is reflected in the 
current pandemic, can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Avrbj2EMnS
o  

 

First Holy 
Communion 

We are delighted that our Year 
5 children will be receiving the 
sacraments of reconciliation 
and Eucharist in the new term. 
Please continue to keep the 
children and their families in 
your prayers. 

 
 
Pope Francis has dedicated this year to St Joseph and on the Feast Day of St 

Joseph both schools took part in a day of celebrations. Beautiful liturgies were 

celebrated at the start of the day and then each class produced prayer cards 

and completed craft activities before ending the day with a game of Bingo! 

Some of the prayer cards can be seen on the Diocesan website here: 

http://edurcdhn.org.uk/school/yojoseph/yearofjoseph.php  

For more information about the Year of St Joseph, please visit  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-

proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Avrbj2EMnSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Avrbj2EMnSo
http://edurcdhn.org.uk/school/yojoseph/yearofjoseph.php
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html


 

 
As you are aware, Bishop Robert has announced that all Catholic schools in The Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle are to become academies by 2022. Governors have therefore begun a consultation process with a 

view to both our schools joining Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust later this year. Please respond to the 

consultation by Friday 23 April if you would like to share your thoughts or questions. 

 

Support for Families 
The Parish of the Durham Martyrs has 

established a Support Fund and anyone in 

need of financial support is able to apply 

for amounts up to £300. A simple 

application form is all that is required and 

the payments do not need to be paid back. 

Please contact school if you would like 

further information or help with an 

application. All requests are dealt with 

confidentially. 

Developments at St Thomas More School 

Work has begun to convert two classrooms at St Thomas More School into one large learning area. This will allow 
us to move to three classes in the summer term. The new classes will be as follows: 

                      
Donaldson Class 

Mrs Salmon Years R, 1 and 2 

Dahl Class Mrs Belton Years 3 and 4 

Rowling Class Mr Hunt Years 5 and 6 

                                                                                                                                  
Later in the year the toilets will be refurbished 
and new heating and lighting will be installed. 

 
 

The builders have completed the Early 

Years outside area at St Joseph’s School 

and the children are absolutely thrilled. 

There are new, wonderful learning 

opportunities and the outdoor 

environment is a lovely place to explore. 

We hope to look at further early years 

provision in the summer term at St 

Joseph’s and we are looking to improve 

parking facilities. 

 

Out and About! 
With the reduction in lockdown restrictions, all our classes are 

hoping to get out and about for visits soon. Miss Clothier’s class are 

hoping to walk to Durham Cathedral at the start of the new term and 

fingers crossed this will be the first of many off-site visits. 

 

School Uniform 

Please ensure your child is wearing full 

school uniform when we return to school 

after Easter, including school trousers/skirts 

and sensible school shoes. Children should 

wear school PE kits on the days when they 

have PE lessons. Please contact school if you 

would like to discuss this further.  
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Please ensure all dinner money is sent to 

school on a Monday morning, in an envelope 

clearly marked with your child’s name and 

the details of the amount. Thank you! 

IT Upgrades 

St Thomas More and St Joseph’s School will both have 
upgraded IT facilities in the new term. Improved internet 
will be installed and new devices have been purchased to 
improve IT resources. 
 
 

Coronavirus Update 

When we return to school for the summer term we will 

continue to follow social distancing and hand washing 

rules. Our “bubbles” will still be kept apart as much as 

possible, until we receive further guidance to inform us 

that restrictions can be lifted. Please note that because 

the children are now required to wait in a line on the 

playground, the school gates will not be opened before 

8.55 am and 3.15pm so please do not arrive too early. 

If your child develops symptoms of Covid19 please book 

a PCR test for them and inform school of the test result 

by messaging Mrs Reilly-O’Donnell on Class Dojo. The 

messages will be monitored during the Easter holidays 

so please update us of any test results during the break. 

If there is a positive case where symptoms have 

developed within 48 hours of the child being in school, 

we will contact all close contacts with details for self-

isolation. 

If we have to close a bubble due to a positive Covid19 

case after the holidays, we will continue to provide 

remote learning via Class Dojo. 

   

Thank you so much for your wonderful 

generosity once again for Durham 

Foodbank. 

 

 

The Outdoor Play and Learning programme continues to be successful at St Thomas More School and we 
are very excited to share the news that St Joseph’s School are beginning the journey with OPAL, which will 
transform the play provision at break and lunchtimes. We will keep you updated with progress so keep an eye out 
for the OPAL logo on letters or notices. 

Please visit the OPAL website for more information, www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk  
 

 

 

Well done to our wonderful children 
who have been working so hard at 

developing reading skills both at home 
and at school. We are so proud of your 

achievements! 

 

 

http://www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/


 

Weekend Mass Times 
St Joseph’s Church: Saturday: 5pm      
                                    Sunday: 11am  
St Godric’s Church: Sunday: 9am 
 

Easter Mass Times 

 
 
Please note: Due to Coronavirus restrictions, the parish secretary must be informed if you intend to attend Mass. 
She can be contacted at secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  

 
 

Dates for Your Diary: 
Monday 19 April:  
School reopens for the summer term 

Recommended Reading 
 
EYFS: Burglar Bill                   Janet and Alan Ahlberg 
KS1: Gorilla                                       Anthony Browne 
KS2: Desirable                            Frank Cottrell-Boyce 
Adults: Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better 
Future                                                        Pope Francis 

 

Kind donations 

Happy Easter! 
 
The staff in both our schools would like to express 
their thanks for your support throughout this 
term.  
We wish you all a happy, holy and peaceful Easter 
and hope you have a restful break. 

 

Prayer for Easter 

Lord God, 

You loved this world so much, that you gave your one and only Son, that we might be called your children too. 

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace of Easter Sunday, everyday. 

Let us have hearts of thankfulness for your sacrifice. 

Let us have eyes that look upon Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 

Help us to walk in that mighty grace and tell your good news to the world. 

All for your glory do we pray, Lord, Amen. 

 

Thank you to The Belmont Residents 

Association and Belmont Parish Council who 

kindly donated chocolate eggs for all of our 

children. 

Thank you also to Tesco for the generous 

donation of Eggs for competition prizes. 
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