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A Busy Start to Term! 

It has been lovely to have everyone back to school this 
half term, and despite the limitations of the restrictions, 
the children have had a wonderful few weeks. 
In science, some of our Year 3 and 4 pupils have been 
learning about their bodies. The lesson on the digestive 
system was a particularly yucky highlight! 

 
 
All children have also enjoyed a fun-filled day of outdoor 
maths. 

 
 

     

Our federation collective worship continues to be 
celebrated via Teams and our children have taken 
part in some beautiful liturgies since returning to 

school. 
During May, the month devoted to Our Lady, we 

have been praying the rosary. 
We have also explored Pope Francis’s letter to the 
world, Laudato Si, asking everyone to take care of 

our common home. 

 
 

The children have also been celebrating the 

coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

 
At the end of this half term all classes will have a 

May Procession. 

 

First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to Ellie Cleminson, Jayden Gaunt, Alice Gibbons, Jessica Grec, Kuba Kedziora, Jacob Killian, 
Phoebe Lye, Naomi Nkomo, Thomas Parker, Robyn Reay and Paul Samuel, all from St Joseph’s School, and 
to Chloe Ajibola-Odu, Matilda Blake, Adam Carr, Oliver Chismon-Hurst, Maisie Dixon, Alena Fraser, Connor 
Herkes , Benjamin Napier, Izabella Parkinson, Jamie Waldron and Eden Walker from St Thomas More 
School, who all celebrated their First Holy Communion earlier this month. Please continue to keep the 
children in your prayers as they start a new phase in their faith journey. 

 
We are delighted that the Year 4 children from both schools have been invited to receive the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist later in the term and preparations have started well.  



 

Good luck to Mrs Smith who will working 

from home for the next few weeks until the 

birth of her new baby. Mrs Donaldson will be 

looking after the Reception/Y1 class at St 

Joseph’s after half term and Mrs Sheahan 

will be teaching the Y1/Y2 class. 

We’ll miss you Mrs Smith; don’t forget to 

pop in to see us with the new bundle of joy! 

 

 
After a period of consultation, it was agreed that both St Joseph’s and St Thomas More Schools would apply to 

the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle and the Department for Education to become academies.  The 

applications have been successful and both schools have been given an academy order, granting permission to 

proceed. Governors are currently working with Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Academy Trust and it is expected 

that the schools will convert to academy status on 1 September 2021. 

 

Support for Families 
The Parish of the Durham Martyrs 

has established a Support Fund and 

anyone in need of financial support 

is able to apply for amounts up to 

£300. A simple application form is all 

that is required and the payments 

do not need to be paid back. Please 

contact school if you would like 

further information or help with an 

application. All requests are dealt 

with confidentially. 

Lunches in School 

Children continue to eat lunch in school in their “bubble.” 

Please note school require ONE WEEK’S NOTICE if your child would like to 

move from school lunch to packed lunch OR from packed lunch to school 

lunch. Please contact the school office if you would like to request to 

change. Thank you for your understanding. 

The builders have completed the refurbishment  

work in Donaldson Class at St Thomas More School.  

The room is brighter and more suited to our new  

class structure. Well done to Mrs Salmon, Mrs  

Dickinson and Mrs English, as well as our wonderful 

pupils, for persevering during the period of disruption! 

 

Improvements will continue across the school in the coming weeks 

with the replacement of the heating system and the renewal of all 

pupil toilets. There will be refurbishments to the cloakrooms, 

including new entrances too. 

Both schools will have all their lighting replaced with LED lighting in 

the summer holidays. This will not only be more efficient but it will 

improve the brightness in classrooms. 

Both schools are also going to benefit from upgraded internet access. 

This, along with the purchasing of new IT devices in both schools, will 

ensure that the children have improved computing facilities. 

Car parking at St Joseph’s is also going to be improved during the 

summer, so it is certainly a busy period of school improvement. 

 

 

 

 

Music Mondays 
Every Monday morning Mrs Hockey inspires us to explore a range of 

musical styles and this term so far we have enjoyed music by Glinka 

and Rimsky-Korsakov. There is no doubt that the music makes us feel 

good and sets us up well for the week! 

 

 

School Uniform 

Please ensure your child is wearing full 

school uniform, including school 

trousers/skirts and sensible school shoes. 

Children should wear school PE kits on the 

days when they have PE lessons. Please 

contact school if you would like to discuss 

this further.  



                         

Birthday Treats 

We love to celebrate birthdays in school and we know how 
exciting it is to share treats on special days. However, for 
reasons of health and safety, it is not possible for school 
staff to cut up and distribute birthday cakes. Please do not 
send cakes into school on these occasions, but if you would 
like to share a treat, small wrapped sweets can be sent in 
for distribution at home time. 
 

Coronavirus Update 

Hopefully the pandemic is beginning to recede 

but in school we will continue to follow social 

distancing and hand washing rules for the 

foreseeable future. Our “bubbles” will still be 

kept apart as much as possible, until we 

receive further guidance to inform us that 

restrictions can be lifted.  

If your child develops symptoms of Covid19 

please book a PCR test for them and inform 

school of the test result by messaging Mrs 

Reilly-O’Donnell on Class Dojo. If there is a 

positive case where symptoms have developed 

within 48 hours of the child being in school, we 

will contact all close contacts with details for 

self-isolation. 

If we have to close a bubble due to a positive 

Covid19 case, we will continue to provide 

remote learning via Class Dojo. 

   

The Outdoor Play and Learning programme is an 
exciting addition to our school day. When children play well 
outdoors they feel happier and cooperate well. Both 
schools now provide a range of opportunities and the 
children tell us how much fun lunchtimes now are! 



           

 

This year we have been reviewing our school curriculum. We want all our pupils to enjoy school and to 
engage in all lessons enthusiastically. We know that when lessons are interesting, our pupils learn well and 

make good progress. By looking at each subject in turn we are developing plans to ensure all lessons are 
relevant to our pupils in our context, and that each lesson builds on the prior one, so the children make 

rapid progress and are suitably challenged. This is a huge task, but we are well on the way. 

We continue to focus on reading and maths, so that all our pupils have essential life skills, but we develop 
these skills in a broad curriculum where children learn about the past and the future, and where they know 

that they make a valuable contribution to the world.  

 

 







This week is our “Performing Arts“ week and 

we will be exploring the theme of the 

Olympics through music, art and drama. 

Don’t forget to follow our Twitter feeds to find 

out more! 

@StJGilesgate 

 @StTMBelmont 



 

   

 

Weekend Mass Times 
St Joseph’s Church: Saturday: 5pm      
                                    Sunday: 11am  
St Godric’s Church: Sunday: 9am 
 
 
 
Please note: Due to Coronavirus restrictions, the parish secretary must be informed if you intend to 
attend Mass. She can be contacted at secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  

 
 

Dates for Your Diary:            
Half Term Holiday  
Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 
 
Schools break up for the summer holiday  
Friday 17 July 

Recommended Reading 
 
EYFS: Rumble in the Jungle                   Giles Andreae 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-
reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-
games/rumble-in-the-jungle/  
KS1: High Five to the Hero                       Vita Murrow 
KS2: Music is my Life                               Myles Tanzer 
Adults: Dune                                             Frank Herbert 

 

Fun and Food May half term activities 

Prayer for June 

Lord Jesus, 

when you walked with us on earth 

you spread your healing power. 

We place in your loving care 

all who are affected by Coronavirus. 

Keep us strong in faith, hope and love. 

Bring relief to our sick, 

console our bereaved, 

protect those who care for us. 

 

We lift our prayer to you Lord, 

and trust in your infinite mercy, 

as we wait for the daybreak. 

Amen. 

A Fun and Food programme will be available 

over the May half term, providing fun 

activities for children and young people, 

including a healthy meal or snack. Find out 

what is on in our area by visiting 

www.durham.gov.uk/FunAndFood  
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