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A fantastic start to the new school year!

We’ve had an amazing first few weeks of the new school year with our wonderful children. It’s great to
see returning children happy to be back having fun with their friends and our new starters settling in
well and quickly becoming part of our St Joseph’s family. Everyone has been working really hard and
there have been so many interesting and enjoyable things going on in all of our classrooms. It’s been
good to relax the restrictions and see children playing with a wider group of friends outside at break
times and lunch times. It’s particularly good that everyone can eat their lunch in the hall so our
classrooms don’t smell of food for our afternoon lessons! I know many Mums and Dads were excited to
come into the classrooms and meet the teachers over the last few weeks. Hopefully this is just the start
of inviting families back into school for events and celebrations this year.

New class names
This year we decided to name our classes after a local significant person. There was much deliberation
over which people to choose but we are now happy to announce the final selection.
R/1 are named Berry Class after Simon Berry - the optometrist who has a shop at the end of Mill Lane.
Y1/2 are named Hayden Class after Fr Colm Hayden - our parish priest.

Y3/4 are named Dixon Class after Kylie Dixon—a local author and illustrator of children’s books.
Y4/5 are named Cornish Class after Norman Cornish - a twentieth century local Pitman Painter.
Y6 are named Goodyear Class after CW Goodyear - a local man who was killed in action during World
War One. He is a central figure in the History topic that year 6 are currently studying.
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Macmillan Coffee Morning
On Friday 24th September we took part in the world’s
biggest coffee morning to raise money for Macmillan
Cancer Support. Our local Tesco store kindly donated
juice and biscuits for all our children so every penny we
raised could go straight to the charity to support
anyone affected by cancer.

Breakfast Club
Our breakfast club is available from 8am daily
and there is no need to book in advance.
Children receive a breakfast of cereal, toast
and juice and are able to play games with
their friends before the school day starts. The
cost is £1.50 per child, per day and this may
be paid on the day, or weekly in advance if
this is easier. For children eligible for incomebased free school meals, the cost is reduced
to 75p per child, per day.

The children enjoyed their Friday treat and were also
proud to be doing something to help others. This is
one way we can fulfil our mission to Live Fully and Act
Justly.
A big thank you to all our families who generously
donated, either online or in school. We raised a grand
total of £150.

Hot Chocolate Friday
One of the ways we celebrate success at
St Joseph’s is ‘Hot Chocolate Friday’
where one child from each class is
selected to have hot chocolate and a
biscuit with Miss Haggart on a Friday
afternoon. Children are chosen for going
over and above, not just for doing the
right thing.
Some examples of reasons why children have been rewarded so far this year include:


Trying their best in every lesson, not just the ones they enjoy or are good at.



Being kind and helpful to everyone in the class, not just their best friends.



Overcoming their fears and trying new things with a courageous attitude.



Tidying up the whole classroom, not just the things they’d been using in the area they were in.
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Berry Class

Hayden Class

In reception and year 1 we
have been learning about
our senses and listening to
the Creation story in RE.
We went on a sensory walk
around school and talked
about all of the lovely
things that we could see
and hear.
We love playing in our outdoor
area and are so good at using
our imaginations. This isn’t a
bowl of mud... it’s a cake for
someone’s birthday! Ask us
what else it could be!

Dixon Class

It was so lovely to finally
be able to visit St
Joseph's Church, now
that COVID-19
restrictions are easing.
We were lucky enough
to have a day with Katie Flood, the parish’s Youth
Ministry Coordinator, who led some exciting
Religious Education lessons for us, before we
headed over to church for a special guided tour.
We are also really
enjoying learning about
the Titanic in our
history lessons. Ask us
what we know already!

We had a wonderful morning at Wharton Park taking part in a
Roald Dahl themed activity hunt where we made 'Marvelous
Medicine' and learned lots about 'Fantastic' foxes!
We are studying ‘The Iron Man’
in Literacy and used the story as
inspiration for some lovely work
in Art and Design Technology to
create this eye-catching display
in our classroom.

Cornish Class
This term, Cornish class
have begun to learn the
recorder. We’ve worked
hard on not making our
instruments ‘squeak’, and
are already sounding rather tuneful. Hopefully
we’ll be ready for a performance soon!
We also joined in with some live lessons, led by
children’s authors in celebration of the Laugh
Out Loud book awards 2022. Our
favourite was Liz Pichon - author
of the Tom Gates series - who
even commented on our doodles
on Twitter! More information
about the awards can be found at
shop.scholastic.co.uk/lollies.

Goodyear Class
We have really been enjoying
our WW1 topic - learning all
about CW Goodyear and
tracing his family history.
As part of our studies we
worked together to
prepare and cook trench
stew. We particularly enjoyed
eating the finished product. It
was delicious!
We are loving
spending time with our
reception buddies and being
excellent role models to help
them settle into our
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Weekend Mass Times
St Joseph’s Church:
Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 11am
St Godric’s Church:
Sunday at 9am
Please note: The parish secretary must
be informed if you plan to attend Mass.
She can be contacted at
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com

School Term Dates 2021-2022
Holiday

Last day of school

School reopens

October Half Term

Friday 22nd October

Monday 1st November

Christmas

Tuesday 21st December*

Monday 10th January

February Half Term

Friday 18th February

Monday 28th February

Easter

Thursday 14th April

Tuesday 3rd May

May Half Term

Friday 27th May

Monday 6th June

Summer

Friday 22nd July

Tuesday 6th September

Recommended Reads
Early Years
Pumpkin Soup
By Helen Cooper

KS1
The Owl Who Was
Afraid of the Dark
By Jill Tomlinson

Please note that the Christmas and
Easter holiday dates are in line with
St Leonard’s dates and not Durham
Local Authority.
*This differs from the published
dates on our website due to the
additional Bank Holiday that
schools may schedule in lieu of
June 3rd to celebrate the Platinum
Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen.

Prayer of the Month
Father,
Thank You for loving me perfectly.
I want to know You more, and I want to know Your love.
I receive it by faith today and ask that You show me Your
ways and fill me with Your peace.
As I keep You in my heart and mind, inspire me and work
through me to share this love with those around me; my
family, my friends, my school community.
Thank You for loving me perfectly.
Amen

Congratulations Mrs Smith!
KS2
Street Child
By Berlie Doherty

Congratulations to Mrs Smith and her family on
the birth of their second baby girl.
Arwen Matilda Smith was born on the 4th
September and has already been into school to
meet some of the staff. You’re welcome any time
Arwen!

