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A busy end of term in the run 
up to Christmas! 

We’ve had an eventful half term with lots of 

lovely activities despite the setbacks of the 

recent COVID-19 outbreak and the necessary 

restrictions and cancellations. We’ve really 

enjoyed having parents join us whenever 

possible to share in events and the children 

have had lots of fun both in class and on trips 

out. The children have worked really hard in 

their lessons too and learned about all kinds of 

interesting things.  

to all of our children,  

parents and families 
We’ve all had to get used to a new ‘normal’ these 

last few years during the pandemic. We sanitise, 

socially distance, wear masks and clean like we’ve 

never cleaned before. But at St Joseph’s we’d 

been relatively unaffected since the start of the 

coronavirus epidemic… until recently! The last 

few weeks have been particularly challenging as 

we had an outbreak in Key Stage 2 involving both 

children and staff. Thankfully most people are 

now recovered and out of isolation and we’ve not 

had any new cases for a few days.  

Thank you so much to everyone for their 

cooperation and support during the outbreak. 

Regular testing with lateral flows as well as PCRs 

helped to identify cases and stop the spread. We 

managed to contain the outbreak in Years 3-6 

and our younger children stayed unaffected. 

Advent - A time of waiting and preparing ... 
To mark the start of the season of Advent, Cornish Class led a 

liturgical prayer which was shared with all classes using 

Microsoft Teams as we were unable to gather in person. We 

have all spent time in prayer and reflection over the last few 

weeks and have enjoyed using our Advent wreath to count the 

weeks as we get nearer to Christmas Day. It was really lovely to 

be able to go to Mass for the first time in over a year and we 

are looking forward to attending more frequently as soon as 

restrictions allow. This year, for the first time, our children made 

baby Jesus figures out of clay. We took these ‘bambinelli’ figures to 

Mass and Father Hayden blessed them for us. The children then 

took them home to remind the whole family of gift of the presence 

of Christ in their home this Christmas. 
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Nativity Gala Theatre Trips 
On Tuesday 7th December 

KS2 children went to see 

Robin Hood, oh yes they 

did! They enjoyed booing 

the baddy and cheering for 

Robin and his Merry Men. 

The best bits were getting squirted with water and 

throwing fake bread rolls at the stage! 

On Wednesday  15th December KS1 children went 

to see The Nutcracker Re-Miced. They had a great 

time and enjoyed being so 

close to the action. The best 

bit was getting to join in 

with the singing and actions. 

No Pens Day Wednesday 
No Pens Day Wednesday is 

an annual day organised     

by ‘I Can’, the children’s 

communication charity. This 

year it took place on 24th 

November.  Everyone puts 

down their pens to focus on 

speaking and understanding. These skills are 

fundamental for everything we do – learning, 

managing emotions, developing friendships and 

entering future employment.  

Mini Vinnies 

What a wonderful Nativity performance our 

KS1 children delivered this year, in, 'A 

Present for the Baby.' They learned their 

lines, sang their socks off and smiled their 

way through both performances. Thank you 

to parents who attended - it was wonderful 

to welcome you into school and to celebrate 

your children's achievements with you.  

The isolation of the last year has underlined 

how little acts of consideration can break down 

barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one of the 

reasons that ‘One Kind Word’ was chosen as the theme of the National Anti-

Bullying Week that took place from 15 to 19 of November 2021. We began 

the week by wearing odd socks as a reminder that we are all unique and that our differences make 

the world a better, brighter place. We thought about the importance of being kind and 

respecting each other’s individuality. We ended the week by wearing our pyjamas in 

support of Children in Need and raised £117 for this fantastic charity. 

Our Mini Vinnies, led by Mrs 

Turnbull and Miss Heseltine, 

have done some great things so 

far this year. They picked litter 

in the school and church 

grounds and organised a cake 

sale to raise 

funds for the SVP student 

sponsorship scheme in India. 

We raised £113 which is 

enough to help 7 children 

remain in school for a year. 

Anti-Bullying Week 
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Walk and Talk has been very popular 
with Goodyear Class. From its launch 
by Alex Dewar, Invictus games athlete, 
every session has been a success. We 
have developed resilience, teamwork,  
communication and problem-solving 
skills in a fun and engaging manner.  

Hayden Class 

Goodyear Class 

Hayden class have worked 
hard this term. We love 
learning new things and 
are always proud of what 
we’ve achieved. We 

created beautiful artwork featuring a photo of 
ourselves in response to the COP-26 climate 
change conference. We’ve 
also worked hard to improve 
our writing using books 
we’ve read, like ‘Stick Man’, 
as inspiration. 

Dixon Class On the 12th November we were so excited for author and illustrator Kylie Dixon 
to visit us so we could get to know her better. We are delighted to be named 
after someone so interesting and positive. We’ve been reading one of her books 
‘Inkcap & the Nethers’ and loved that Kylie was 
wearing specially designed dungarees with 
inkcaps all over them! 

We’ve worked so hard this half term. Some of 
our favourite lessons have been practical 
science and geography, learning about teeth 
and the water cycle. 

In reception and year 1 we 
really love practical and hands-

on experiences. We have so many  
opportunities to develop our skills 
through play and independent 
exploration. We’ve really enjoyed 
all of the lovely things we’ve done 
this term, especially all of the 
festive activities in the run up to 
Christmas.  

Cornish Class 
Cornish class have been 
getting to grips with 
watercolours this term. 
They began by painting 
backgrounds for collages 
based on Pope Francis' 
book 'Let Us Dream'. 

Then worked in more detail to paint    
the scenery for some 
fabulous collage pieces 
to round off super 
learning week.    

Finally, they put into 
practise everything 
they've learned with 
some Christmas art. 
We are so impressed 
with their stunning 
efforts!  

Orienteering at Wharton Park eventually 
happened after a previous COVID- 
cancellation. A great day was had by all 
as the children developed map reading 
skills before being unleashed on an 
unsuspecting public in the park that day. 
It was particularly good to see everyone 
smiling, having fun, and learning at the 
same time. The November weather was kind and we had 
a packed lunch and (don't tell anyone) went into the 
adventure park. Mr Trueman even scaled the climbing 
frame! 

Berry Class 
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Holiday Last day of school School reopens 

October Half Term Friday 22nd October Monday 1st November 

Christmas Tuesday 21st December* Monday 10th January 

February Half Term Friday 18th February Monday 28th February 

Easter Thursday 14th April Tuesday 3rd May 

May Half Term Friday 27th May Monday 6th June 

Summer Friday 22nd July Tuesday 6th September 

School Term Dates 2021-2022 

Please note that the Christmas and 

Easter holiday dates are in line with 

St Leonard’s dates and not Durham 

Local Authority.  

*This differs from the published 

dates on our website due to the 

additional Bank Holiday that 

schools may schedule in lieu of 

June 3rd to celebrate the Platinum 

Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen. 

Weekend 
Mass 
Times 

Recommended Reads 

KS2 
A Boy Called Christmas 
By Matt Haig 

Early Years 
How Many Sleeps 
till Christmas?  
By Mark Sperring 

KS1 
Papa Panov’s Special Day 
By Mig Holder 

Christmas Prayer 

St Joseph’s Church:  
Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 11am  
St Godric’s Church:  
Sunday at 9am  
Please note: The parish secretary must be 
informed if you plan to attend Mass.  
She can be contacted at 
secretary.stjandstg@btconnect.com  

Parent Pay 

Loving God,  

Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may 

share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 

shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the 

door of hate and open the door of love all over the 

world. Let kindness come with every gift and good 

desires with every greeting.   

Amen 

We are planning to become a cashless school from January and will be using 

ParentPay for all transactions including dinner money, school trips, after school 

clubs and breakfast club. You should have received instructions for joining 

ParentPay so you can get set up before we return to school. We have also 

moved to an online ordering system for new school uniform. The link is on our 

website. If you need any support please just get in touch. 
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