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Children’s Mental Health Week OPAL 

We are continuing to develop our 
outdoor play and learning provision.   
Thank you to everyone who has supported us by 
donating things for the children to use for creative 
play. Amongst other things, the children have  loved 

playing in the mud 
kitchen, enjoyed making 
and using home-made 
“binoculars” to hunt for 
birds, and building 
things from sticks. It’s 
great when the sun 
shines too! 

We are working with 

the National School 

Breakfast Programme 

and are providing 

free bagels at the 

start of the day for any children who would like one. 

A nutritious breakfast is a great way to start the day. 

Evidence shows that a healthy breakfast can 

contribute to improved readiness to learn, increased 

concentration, better behaviour, and most 

importantly, enhanced wellbeing.  

Children’s Mental Health Week took place 

from 7-13 February. This year's theme 

was Growing Together. Children across the 

school thought about how they have grown 

and how they can help others to 

grow. Some children thought about their 

growth goals and the steps they'd need to 

take towards reaching them, others created 

their own 'support balloons' discussing 

people who they turn to for support.  

Children from Cornish class have been learning how to be librarians 

and look after our school library. They’ve been keeping the shelves 

organised and tidy and ensuring that all of the books have tickets 

so we can keep track of who has which books. We hope to start 

having after school library sessions where parents and families can 

visit the library with their children to view the books and help younger children with their choices. We 

also plan to keep a small selection of books for adults to borrow. If you have any books in good 

condition that you would like to donate to our library we would be very grateful. 

On the 1st of February 

we celebrated Lunar 

New Year. Children 

learned that this year 

is the year of the Tiger 

and listened to the 

story of how the 

creatures in the Chinese zodiac got their 

place. Children in Berry class thoroughly 

enjoyed their celebrations, especially the 

Chinese banquet! 

School Library 

Chinese New Year National School Breakfast Programme 
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Bishop Wilkinson Portrait Competition 

Schools in Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust were  

invited to take part in a competition to create a portrait of our 

namesake, Bishop Thomas Wilkinson. Each class worked 

collaboratively to create one piece of artwork and then we 

submitted our five entries to the Trust. We are delighted that 

out of over 300 entries, one of ours was chosen as a winner! 

Berry Class took inspiration from Andy Warhol to create their 

colourful design (pictured left) and carefully counted out the 

correct number of rosary beads to frame the image. 

Representatives from Mrs Donaldson’s class will be attending 

the award ceremony  in the next few weeks to receive a prize 

of art materials for the school. 

Dixon class used 

information they 

found out about the 

Bishop to create his 

outline (right) and 

Cornish class used 

words from the Trust 

schools’ mission 

statements as their 

background (far right). 

Goodyear class 

created a collage, also 

using the mission 

statements of Trust 

schools (far left) and 

Hayden class created a 

colourful and eye-

catching design (left). 
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Hayden Class 

Goodyear Class 

Hayden class have continued to 

work hard this half term. In maths 

we’ve enjoyed practical work with 

fractions. In English, we’ve been 

reading ‘Beegu’ and have used the story as 

inspiration across the curriculum. In History 

we’ve learned about some 

explorers and know some 

interesting facts. We really 

love class liturgical prayer as 

it helps us be closer to God. 

In Religious Education, we have been thinking about what makes a 
community. We thought about various people who are leaders in our 
families, school, parish and the wider community. 
We are all really proud to belong to the St Joseph’s 
family and our Dixon class community. We are all 
unique and we know our differences and 

individuality should be embraced and celebrated. This reminded us why one 
of our three school rules (Ready, Respectful, Safe) is so important. 

Dixon Class 

Berry Class 
Children in Berry Class 
each received a copy of 
"The Gilesgate Story 
Challenge" signed by 
Simon Berry—our class 
namesake and the 

creator of The Gilesgate Story Challenge.  

We love opportunities for 
investigation and exploratory 
play. When it was frosty one 
morning we melted hand prints 
on the yard. 

Cornish class 
are really 
proud of our 
achievements this half term. We are 
always working hard and whenever 
visitors come to see our class they say 
how conscientious and polite we are! 
We love reading and learning new 
things. One of the highlights of this term 
was when we had an archery session 
outside in the sunshine. We weren't all 
really good at it but we tried our best 
and had lots of fun! 

In Goodyear Class, Mr Trueman is 
always encouraging us to read. Here 
are the winners of the Christmas 
Reading Challenge with their prizes of a 
new book. We’re always striving to be 
our very best selves 
so as well as working 
hard in the classroom 
we also look after our 

bodies. We’ve been taking part in the 
Healthy Heart Challenge using the 
equipment we have each been given to 
improve our fitness and stamina. We 

have to keep 
ourselves mentally healthy too 
and staying safe online is one way 
to support our emotional 
wellbeing. We led an assembly 
for our parents for Internet Safety 
Day 2022. 

Cornish  

Class 
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Holiday Last day of school School reopens 

February Half Term Friday 18th February Monday 28th February 

Easter Thursday 14th April Tuesday 3rd May 

May Half Term Friday 27th May Monday 6th June 

Summer Friday 22nd July Monday 5th September* 

School Term Dates 2021-2022 

Please note that the Easter holiday 

dates are in line with St Leonard’s 

dates and not Durham Local 

Authority.  

*This has changed as school will 

now be closed for staff training on 

Friday 9th September. 

Weekend 
Mass 
Times 

Recommended Reads 

KS2 
The White Giraffe 
By Lauren St John  

Early Years 
Walking with My 
Iguana 
By Brian Moses 

KS1 
Captain Flinn and 
the Pirate Dinosaurs 
By Giles Andreae   

Springtime Reflection 

St Joseph’s Church:  
Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 11am  
St Godric’s Church:  
Sunday at 9am  
Please note: The restrictions have eased and you 
no longer need to book to attend Mass.   
This should make it easier to attend more 
regularly. We hope to see you there. 

ParentPay 

Springtime! 

Your message of hope to a world tiring of winter’s 

starkness, 

longing for that first crocus to push through snow’s 

icy blanket and spread its leaves, 

like arms outstretched, to its creator. 

Our yearly reminder, if we needed one, 

that to a world that was dark and cold, 

a world devoid of love’s sweet warmth, 

you sent your Son to break through sin’s icy blanket, 

and, arms outstretched on a cross, 

he brought us hope. 

Thank you  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to ParentPay. After a few teething 

problems it has been a huge success. Most parents are now connected and 

able to pay for meals, trips and events with ease. If anyone requires an 

additional copy of the sign up details please contact Mrs Henderson.  


